
        Citizen Participation and Innovation

The ENFORCE ECCI TOOL and PLAZA will facilitate structured participation and evidence use in
environmental compliance. Learn more: https://join-enforce.eu/

Environmental compliance is a living governance process that continually adapts to legal, social, and technological
change. Rather than reducing compliance to the enforcement of rules, it is better understood as a dynamic cycle

made up of interconnected dimensions: promotion, monitoring, assurance, and evaluation. Each dimension
reinforces the others, and all are strengthened by innovation, transparent institutions, and meaningful citizen

participation.

Citizen science can complement institutional monitoring through low-cost sensors and participatory reporting,
supporting early detection and compliance when aligned with shared standards and training. Applications such as
the Themis app support collecting and delivering environmental evidence. 
. 

Environmental Compliance in Pollution 
Control (Air, Water, Soil)

Compliance Challenges 

Pollution control is challenged by diffuse emission
sources, short-term pollution events, and limited
inspection capacity. Monitoring networks often lack
the spatial density needed to detect localised
pollution, creating evidentiary gaps.

Key Legislative & Regulatory
Framework in Europe

Key EU instruments include the Industrial
Emissions, Landfill, Medium Combustion Plants,
Drinking Water, Ambient Air Quality, and Urban
Wastewater Treatment Directives, together with the
Zero Pollution Action Plan (2021).

Your Rights
Access pollution-related information
Participate in consultations
Report suspected pollution

What You Can Do
 Collect, document observations (date,
time, location) and preserve evidence
(photos, videos, notes) based on
protocols
Respect legality, privacy, and property
rights
Contribute qualitative observations
where needed

Guidance for Citizens Guidance for Prosecutors
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 Key Legal Thresholds
Exceedance of
binding standards
Breach of permit or
monitoring
obligations

Evidence needed 
Documentation of
methods and chain
of custody
Calibration records
or expert validation
where relevant

 Considerations
Case-by-case
assessment and
legal compliance
Interoperability
adds value

Good practices
Use citizen data as  
corroborative
evidence
Apply transparent
evidentiary
reasoning

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gr.naturathemis.app&hl=en&gl=US
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2010/75/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2010/75/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/1999/31/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2015/2193/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2020/2184/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/2881/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/3019/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/3019/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
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Logging is a key area for combining satellite monitoring, digital traceability, and civic reporting. Citizen observations
are most effective when aligned with shared methods and interoperable systems.

Environmental Compliance in Logging and
Forest Governance

Compliance Challenges 

Illegal logging persists due to weak institutional
capacity, corruption, remote geography, and complex
supply chains. Research shows that these factors
undermine legality regimes, particularly in parts of
Central and Eastern Europe.

Key Legislative & Regulatory
Framework in Europe

Key EU instruments include EU Timber Regulation
(EU) No 995/2010 and Deforestation-free Products
Regulation (EU) 2023/1115. National forestry
legislation is also key,

Your Rights
Access forest information
Report suspected illegal logging

What You Can Do
Document irregularities with geo-
referenced photos 
Preserve the scene 
Follow chain-of-custody procedures
Collaborate with experts and civil
society

Guidance for Citizens Guidance for Prosecutors
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 Key Legal Thresholds
Logging without
valid permits
Breach of due
diligence
obligations

Evidence needed 
Validated species
or field data
Expert
corroboration

 Considerations
Case-by-case
assessment and
legal compliance
Interoperability
adds value

Good practices
Integrate citizen
data into risk-
based
enforcement

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2010/995/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/1115/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/1115/oj
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Citizen science platforms such as MINKA, together with tools like Geo-Wiki and WaCoDiS, support standardised
biodiversity monitoring through structured citizen observations and integration with Copernicus and other
geospatial data sources.

Environmental Compliance in Biodiversity
Conservation

Compliance Challenges 

Biodiversity decline persists despite strong legal
frameworks, due to cumulative impacts and
fragmented enforcement. Law cases confirm the
binding nature of EU nature law.

Key Legislative & Regulatory
Framework in Europe

Key EU Instruments include Birds and Habitats
Directives as well as Nature Restoration Law (2024).
National Adaptation Plans play also a key role. 

Your Rights
Access biodiversity data
Participate in conservation planning

What You Can Do
Record species using validated
applications
Follow standard protocols
Collaborate with experts

Guidance for Citizens Guidance for Prosecutors
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 Key Legal Thresholds
Damage to
protected species
Damage to habitats

Evidence needed 
Validated species
data  
Expert
corroboration

 Considerations
Case-by-case
assessment and
legal compliance
Interoperability
adds value

Good practices
Combine citizen
science with expert
assessment

http://minka-sdg.org/
https://www.geo-wiki.org/
https://52north.org/references/wacodis/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2009/147/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/1992/43/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1991/oj

