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IN A NUTSHELL
Climate change has become a global phenomenon that impacts on everybody’s lives. Tropical climate, the increase in temperatures, the melting
of the glaciers, desertification, drought, the rise in sea levels, coastal erosion, floods, extreme weather events, are only some of its impacts. Climate change also stressed over phenomenon such as migration, conflicts
and wars over natural resources. While every corner of the world is impacted by this phenomenon with varying consequences, courageous solutions and strong measures are still to be met. Moreover many people
still lack awareness over the emergency behind climate change and many others thinks they are powerless. These are the reasons behind ClimateChangingMe, a campaign that links young people from all over the
world, to increase awareness around the climate emergency and offer
participation opportunities for citizens, youth and adults, to engage for
the defence of climate justice.
The ClimateChangingMe campaign was created by youth and activists
from 4 organisations working on environmental justice in Bulgaria, Ecuador, Italy and Nigeria during the Clim’Act Camp, a capacity building workshop on climate justice campaigning hosted by A Sud in Rome in July
2017. The camp and the campaign were realised in the framework of the
project Clim’Act – Youth for climate justice, co-funded by the Erasmus+
programme of the European Union. Thanks to training and partecipative
activities, the participants focused the campaign idea, develop the campaign strategy and ran the campaign that was launched on the 9th of november 2017 of #ClimateChangingMe in the days of the Conference Of
the Part on Climate - COP23 in Bonn.
The campaign aims to give a voice to all those ordinary citizens of the
world who are impacted by climate change, yet often feel powerless and
unheard. As an International group, we have started this joint and inclusive journey as we believe it is urgent to connect the different experiences
of the world, so as to make environmental and social justice the main pillar of a shared action that can bring about positive change: Change the
minds, change the system, not the climate!

BUILD A WORLD WHERE
SOCIETIES AND NATURE
ARE INTERCONNECTED
IN BALANCE!
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CLIMATECHANGINGME
MANIFESTO
The relentless race towards growth in the
world’s most industrialized countries and a culture of immediate and limitless consumption
driving a growth spreading all over the nations, are based on an infinite exploitation of
natural resources, which is already showing its
catastrophic impact on the earth’s ecological
equilibrium. Mining, extractive and emitting industries, coal, oil and gas combustion, deforestation, intensive livestock farming, changes
in land use are among the most destructive
practices of this unsustainable development
model.

the activities that cause these phenomena, only identify quick-fix solutions, This is part of a
vision of the world, based on the limitless exploitation of resources, on wealth accumulation and power in the hands of a few people.
Many mechanisms or technologies implemented to tackle climate change represents false
solutions (bio-fuels, geo-engineering, synthetic fertilizers, genetically modified seeds resistant to climate change), are only a few examples of this diverting operation. These false solutions, often hidden behind the name of green economy, respond to economic interests
instead of truly address the emergency to protect our planet.

They are also the main causes of greenhouse
gas emissions and the increase of global
average temperatures, intensifying the pheno- In this context of contrasting interests, each of
menon of climate change.
us is threatened and feel the impact of climate
change. Those most vulnerable are already
Politics lack binding measure to protect the
paying a very high price for the consequenpeople and nature. Global governance did not
ces of climate change on their lives. With diffeyet manage to establish sufficient means to
rent range of intensity, it is increasingly affecintervene in a timely and efficient manner. The
ting all of us, including all natural species, anienvironment and climate treaties, from Rio
mals, plants and ecosystems.
1992 onwards, have not led to strong binding
commitments for the signatories, in particular Climate change calls for 1 priority action:
in emission reduction, due to the idea that na- SHUT DOWN emissions. To do so, the domitional sovereignty is an untouchable principle.
nant energy, exploitation and production models should be radically changed. Also, high
The response of the world leaders has been
biodiversity areas should be preserved, smart
totally inadequate to the challenge ahead. Climobility promoted, damaged territories cleamate change policies, rather than questioning
ned up, overbuilding should be stopped. As
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such, public and participated management of
resources and ecosystemic services should
be guaranteed, etc.

where human beings live, not the means
through which they can increase their profits.
It is necessary to promote an approach to climate justice that contemplates both Human
and Nature’s Rights

OUR VISION

Among key issues, it is time to adopt a new
approach when planning our energy future.
In the light of the failures so far attested by re- The introduction of energy efficiency measucent information acquired (thanks to the Mau- res, the development and deployment of new,
na Loa International Atmospheric Observatory clean renewable and safe energy technolo– which recorded an increase in the threshold gies is an imperative that is not delayed. Ignoof 400 ppm of CO2 in the atmosphere since ring our existing alternatives, we risk more
2015 (when its maximum limit would be 350 than we can afford. The dependence of fossil
ppm), – it is imperative to rethink future ac- fuels brings us only air pollution, bad health,
tions that could guarantee the survival of our energy poverty and more.
ecosystem, leaving the current path behind
In order to build effective solutions, it is necesand starting a radically different one.
sary to start from individuals and local commuThe first step is putting environmental issues nities as pillars of international political choifirst (nature and its inhabitants) rather than ces. For this reason, international collaboraeconomic interests. The Earth is the habitat tion is vital among organizations, associations,
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collectives and informal groups that work on
or are committed to the protection of the environment, and acknowledge climate and environmental justice as fundamental elements of
social justice.

tic decisions that do not take into account the
voice of the affected population. We question
the readiness of global governance and economic powers to building the radical change
that is needed to tackle climate change. That
is why we strongly believe the alternatives are
It is also vital to show that a shift towards diffein the hand of the people and that more demorent lifestyles, that are respectful of the environcracy in climate change decision-making is
ment, needs to start from ourselves. This is a
urgent. To overturn the dynamics that brought
tool for a real change in the society we live in.
us to the brink of climate disaster, we need to
We therefore need to build networks of knowstart by giving voices to those that are not
ledge, empathy and mutual support among
heard and providing tools for mobilising to citidifferent groups, with different geographical
zens, communities and youth in particular.
and cultural origins. This shows how unity, cooperation and the will for change are funda- Our first campaign action wants to give voice
mental elements in the protection of our planet to those who experience climate change and
and all human beings.
think they have no power of intervention. We
aim to gather testimonies of those who suffer
directly the consequences of climate change
(to enhance the voice of the world’s citizens
THE CAMPAIGN
unheard by politicians), who feel powerless
and believe they cannot make any difference.
In order to start a network, we have designed
the international campaign Climate Changing Through this manifesto, we appeal to all the
Me. The campaign has been created by a individuals, organisations, associations,
group of young activists from different countri- grassroots, formal and informal collectives acties gathering the international experience of ve in environmental and social justice to join
social and environmental organisations in Euro- us in this intend (promote together a first colpe, Asia, America and Africa. This internatio- lective action through the campaign Climate
nal framework helped the campaign to provi- Changing Me) by supporting the campaign on
de different and wider perspectives on clima- social media, organise direct actions, events
te justice, claiming for more space for civil so- and forums and extend this call to further maciety in independence from states and compa- ny other groups around the world to keep rinies.
sing our voices for a real shift in this system!
The debate on contrast to climate change
can be often seen as a top-down undemocra-
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CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES
The campaign aimed at a double purpose:
to support existing local/national campaigning activities on climate change of partners’ organisations such as advocacy actions, public events and other youth engagement activities and to share a common
online campaign to raise awareness and
provide opportunities for e-participation.
The campaign is articulated around 10 core topics: climate change, global warming,

extreme events, water scarcity, drought,
desertification, sea level rise, food security,
biodiversity loss and forced migrations. As
the campaign aims to increase people awareness on the current and future effects of
climate change and the urgency to take action, all campaign activity and tools were
thought to make people more aware about
such impacts, in a way they feel they have
a say or can do something about it.

MATERIALS &
TOOLS
★ A website and facebook page to spread materials and contents and engage
★ Texts, hyperlinked resources and infographics to disseminate data on climate change impacts
★ Awareness raising campaign videos
★ Campaign manifesto to state the campaign intents

3

★ Citizens’ testimonies on climate change impacts, to engage more people into taking action and claim for climate justice but also raise awareness thanks
to their dissemination
★ “COPitas”: public events of various types (conferences, simulations, cultural
and artistic happenings, talk show, press conferences, …) to inform, engage,
advocate, etc.
9
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BULGARIA
As part of campaign activities, ZaZemiata’s volunteers organised one-day
simulation of COP engaging other 20
youth in the activity.
Also Bulgarian youth campaigners gathered testimonies (video, foto, texts)
in the country and abroad of indivi-

duals explaining how climate change
is already impacting on their lives.
Those activities were a good opportunity to increase youth engagement, in
particular as climate change remain
an environmental issue still not well
recognised as an emergency in the
country.

NIGERIA
Nigerian campaigners developed a step down training in Campus to train
more youth on climate change and campaigning. A Radio programme
was organised and 2 Public events were also held in Plateau and Benue
states on climate change and its impacts.

3

Youth campaigners gathered community and youth testimonies in regards
with climate change impacts felt in Nigeria, in particular on the effect of
drought. They linked the campaign to the responsibilities of fossil fuel industries in climate change. Moreover further visibility activities were organised with ERA’s Director in south Italy (Basilicata Region) regarding oil
companies’ liability in Italy and Nigeria in occasion of the opening of a trial
against Italian ENI for environmental damage in Nigeria.
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ECUADOR
Ecuadorian campaigners organised
public events on the issue of fossil
fuel and climate justice.
Moreover, they linked their campaigning activities to national activities related to the preservation of the Amazo-

nian forest from fossil fuel extraction,
as in the case of the Yasuni park.
They also gathered testimonies from
local and indigenous communities
from the Ecuadorian amazon and
from other countries.

ITALIA
Italian campaigners organised 4 public events (cultural and artistic happenings, talk-show and press conference at the parliament) to spread out
the campaign, talk about climate change causes and impacts, and also
advocate on the central role of energy transition

3

They gathered also testimonies that tells about the current effects of climate change to be used for the online campaign. 3 extra campaign videos
were developed in the framework of an artistic exhibition created and organised by volunteer campaigners.
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FACTS AND FIGURE ABOUT
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACTS
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CLIMATE
CHANGE
The greenhouse gas emissions related to human activities on earth are
directly impacting on environmental
and meteorological system of our planet. Current concentration of greenhouse gases (GHG) in our atmosphere is about 430 ppm (particle per million) of CO2 equivalent. Global level
of CO2 concentrations has passed
400ppm. Before the industrial revolution there was only 280 ppm. Secure
level used to be set at 350ppm by
most climate scientists. The evidence
is clear: human activities are responsible for this steep increase, unprecedented in the history.
As reported by the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
anthropogenic greenhouse gases
3(GHG) emissions continued to rise
in the period between 1970 and 2010.
The highest levels ever recorded were reached in the last decade. In
2010, 35% of emissions came from
the energy sector; 24% from agricul-

ture, forestry and other land use,
21% from industry, 14% from transports and 6.4% from buildings. Moreover, the energy sector has registered the highest emission growth rate,
especially due to the increase in
coal use in the last years compared
to other energy sources. The main drivers of the increase in emissions are
population growth but above all the
economic development, which outpaced by far the progress made through
improvements in energy intensity.
The main source of greenhousegases (GHG) at global level are fossil
fuels, responsible for 70% of all
anthropogenic emissions. The last
CarbonMajorsReport by CDP found
that as few as 25 private and national
companies have been responsible for
more than half of GHG emitted by industries at global level since 1988. At
the first places, for amount of emissions there are ExxonMobil, Shell,
BHPBilliton and Gazprom.
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The cost of stabilizing Green House Gas (GHG) concentration at
max 500-550 ppm CO2 is estimated at about 1% of the world’s annual GDP. It is high, but nothing
compared to the expected losses
in the absence of further action to
deal with climate change: the
OECD estimated that by 2100 there would be a GDP loss between 2
and 10%.
According to IRENA, doubling the
share of renewable energies would
reduce the monetary costs of externalities related to the use of fossil
fuels by at least USD 1.2 trillion
per year (4.2 trillion by 2030), and
save up to 4 million lives annually..

3

On the other hand, according to a
research published in the scientific
journal Nature, in order to keep
global warming under 2°C, 82% of
coal reserves, 49% of gas and
33% of oil must be kept in the
ground.

Further information:
• Tracing anthropogenic carbon
dioxide and methane emissions
to fossil fuel and cement producers, 1854–2010, Climatic Change (2014) 122: 229, Heede
• Interactive map showing the companies responsible for climate
change
• Carbon Majors Report 2017: 100
fossil fuels producers and nearly
1 trillion tones of greenhouse gas
emissions
• Environmental Justice Atlas –
Gas flaring in Nigeria
• The Guardian – Leave fossil
fuels buried to prevent climate
change
• IEA – World Energy Outlook
2012
• Campaign infographics about Climate Change:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.n
et/en/2017/11/02/climate-change/
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GLOBAL WARMING
According to the IPCC, each of the
last three decades has been successively warmer than any other
decade since 1850. It was calculated that, since the industrial revolution, land and ocean in average
warmed +0.85°C.
The link between the current global warming and
human emissions is scientifically certain: paleoclimatology, that is the study of
Earth’s climate in the past, proved
that there never was a similar rapid increase in carbon concentration in such a short time. CO2 atmospheric concentration in the last
10.000 years was comparatively
stable, well under 300 ppm. Only
in the last two centuries it began
growing, with a steep increase after the Second World War. In this
moment, concentration levels are
the highest in the last 800.000
years.
The IPCC has elaborated 4 “Representative Concentration Pathways”
(RCP) that show to what point,
with different emission levels and

the atmosphere, average temperatures are going to increase. In the
business-as-usual scenario (RCP
8.5), we are going towards an
average +3.7°C increase.
The warming is not uniform: temperatures have already
gone up
about twice their average in some
areas and as much as four times
in some Arctic regions. The impacts are enormous, and affect
ecosystems at global level.

Further information:
• NOAA Climate Monitoring
• Representative Concentration
Pathways (RCPs) database
• USGS Paleoclimate
• National Geographic – Effects of
global warming
• Campaign infographics about Global Warming:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.n
et/en/2017/11/02/global-warming/
16
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EXTREME EVENTS
One of the impacts of climate change
is the increase in number and severity of extreme weather events. While
it is difficult to directly link a single episode to climate change, observed
trends, theoretical understanding of
the climate system and numerical modelling demonstrate that global warming is increasing the risk of these
types of events today. Indeed, rising
temperatures increase the amount of
water vapour in the atmosphere and
changes in atmospheric circulation directly influence heat waves and extreme precipitation events. The statistical trend shows that the number and
intensity of extreme events has been
increasing in recent years.
The economic and social impacts are
huge. According to FAO, natural disasters caused about USD 1500 billion
3damages in 10 years and killed 1.5
million people. The numbers are rising: now, about USD 250-300 billion
damages are caused each year.

The most impacted areas are in the
global South. According to German
Watch, of the ten most affected countries between 1995 and 2014, nine
were in the low income or lower-middle income group.

Further information:
• UNEP Global risk data platform
• Center for climate and energy solutions – extreme events and climate
change
• NOAA map of extreme events
• Carbon brief – Attributing extreme
weather to climate change
• German watch – Global climate risk
index 2016: who suffers most from
extreme weather events?
• Campaign infographics about extreme events:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.net/
en/2017/11/02/eventi-estremi/
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WATER SCARCITY
Available water resources, even if
renewable, are limited: while 71%
of the world’s surface is covered
by water, only between 0.3 and
0.5% are available to drink. Of the
total annual water withdrawal
around the world, as much as 69%
is destined to agriculture, 19% to
industries and 12% to municipalities. United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), around 700
million people in 43 countries suffer today from lack of water and almost one-fifth of the world’s population live in areas of physical scarcity. The situation is only bound to
worsen in the future due to the increase of population and climate
change reducing water availability.

3

The change in the water cycle induced by global warming, with reduced rainfall and increased evaporation worldwide, and other interconnected impacts of climate change,
such as ice melting and shrinking

glaciers (which are an important reserve of water), heavy rainfall episodes and flooding (during which
water rapidly moves into the
oceans and it is difficult to retain
for human usage), replacement of
snow with rain, and so on, pose a
growing threat to water security.
It is estimated that by 2025 almost
half of the world’s population will
be living in water-stressed areas
and as many as 1.8 billion people
in countries or regions with absolute water scarcity. The most impacted area in the world is Middle
East and North Africa, where physical lack of water and projected impacts of climate change are interlaced with the highly unsustainable
use of the available resources.
According to the World Resources
Institute, in 2040 33 countries will
be exposed at high levels of water
stress.
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14 of them are in Middle East, where access to water is already
among the causes for conflicts and
wars, as in the case of Syria. At international level, water demand is
increasing due to population
growth and the spread of globalized consumption patterns. Global
warming is reducing water resources and exacerbating distribution
inequalities.
According to UNICEF, over the
next 20 years more than 600 million children will suffer from water
scarcity. Among the most impacted
countries there are Nigeria, Ethiopia, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen. As reported by The Guardian, 9 million people will remain
without drinking water this year.

Further information:
• “Water for Life” 2005-2015 – United Nations
• United Nations interagency communication mechanism on Water
• Project “Aqueduct” of the Wolrd
Resources Institute – WMI
• “Aquastat” – FAO’s global water
information system
• Water grabbing Atlas
• Children and water scarcity UNICEF
• Campaign infographics about water scarcity:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.n
et/en/2017/11/02/water-scarcity/
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DROUGHT
The phenomenon of drought has to
be understood in its various displays.
The IPCC refers to four types of
drought: meteorological, that is an extended period of abnormally low rainfall; agricultural, when soil moisture is
low; hydrological, or an abnormal decrease of surface and groundwater;
and environmental drought, a combination of the others. According to United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, between the 1970s and
early 2000s the lands affected by severe drought more than doubled.
Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) reported
that, since 1900, more than 11 million
people died and more than 2 billion
were affected by the impacts of
drought. These new trends are linked
to #globalwarming, that is altering the
global #water cycle.
In the future, IPCC estimates lands affected by extreme drought will increase by a factor of 10 to 30, from today’s 1-3% to 30% by the 2090s. The
main driver is the change of the water
cycle due to global warming: even if
episodes of both extremely high and

low rainfall are predicted to increase,
in average the drying trend will prevail. The impacts of drought on the human society are numerous. Since
1900, drought-related deaths amount
to more than 11 million, and more
than 2 billion people have been affected by its consequences. Reduced
access to clean water is the primary
or concomitant cause of most diseases and deaths. As reported by
OCHA, one of the most impacted
areas is the Horn of Africa: the people displaced for drought-related issues now amount to 3.7 million, while
14.3 million live in conditions of severe food insecurity.
Further information:
• Horn of Africa: Humanitarian Impacts of Drought – Issue 9, OCHA
• IPCC Fourth Assessment Report
• FAO:
www.fao.org/emergencies/emergen
cy-types/drought/
• Campaign infographics about
drought:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.net/
20
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DESERTIFICATION

3

The U.N. Convention to Combat
Desertification defines the phenomenon as “land degradation in
arid, semiarid and dry subhumid
areas resulting from various factors, including climatic variations
and human activities”. It is a global
phenomenon, which affects drylands as a result of the excessive
exploitation of ecosystem services
and the diminishing reserves of water due to climate change. Drylands are a valuable resource: the
CGIAR research programme on
drylands reports they cover more
than 40% of the globe and are inhabited by more than 1/3 of the
world’s population. The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification estimates that 12 million
ha of fertile land are loss each
year because of these phenomena, which amounts to 20 million
tons of grain less. Over the next 25
years, because of this process the
global food production will be reduced by up to 12%. Furthermore,
desertification may affect also nondrylands with dust storms, down-

stream flooding and climate change. Desertification is particularly
threatening in Africa, where twothirds of land is desert of drylands.
While this land is used for agriculture and food production, almost
three-fourths of it is degrading. Frequent and severe periods of
drought have been affecting the
continent in recent years, and particularly the Horn of Africa and the
Sahel. 485 million people are already suffering the impacts of this process of desertification, which makes sterile lands previously used
for agriculture and food production
and triggers processes of displacement and migration.
Further information:
• Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Ecosystems and human
well-being
• United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification
• World Atlas of Desertification
• Campaign infographics about desertification:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.n
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SEA LEVEL RISE
IPCC estimates that, between 1901
and 2010, sea levels have risen about
20 cm worldwide, with strong local disparities. Since the 1990s this trend
has accelerated dramatically, with an
annual average rate of 3.2 mm. The
IPCC estimates that, at current emissions level, average sea level rise
will be 24-30 cm by 2065 and 40-36
cm by 2100.
In a strong mitigation scenario, by
2100 sea level will rise by 28-61 cm.
In a business-as-usual scenario, projections arrive to a one-meter increase. Other consequences of sea level
rise are erosion, groundwater contamination and loss of ecosystems.
Even if emissions were stopped today, the impacts would continue to be
felt for centuries.
The immediate causes of the sea-level rise are both ice melting and water
3 thermal expansion, due to global warming. Many coastal areas are at risk
of erosion, flood and salinisation of
the groundwater. An analysis by Climate Central found that, at current

emission levels, by the end of the
century up to 650 million people could
live in land below the sea level or regularly flooded. Among the most vulnerable areas there are poor and densely populated countries, especially in
Asia, such as Bangladesh, and the
small Pacific islands. Eight of the
world’s 10 largest cities are near a coast, according to the U.S. Atlas of the
Oceans, and thus are potentially at
risk.

Maggiori informazioni:
• UN Atlas of the oceans
• Global sea level rise, Alex Tingle
• Nasa: sea level change
• Global sea level rise map
• Flood projection by Climate Central
• Campaign infographics about sea level rise:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.net/
en/2017/11/02/innalzamento-mari/
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FOOD SECURITY
The world population is expected to increase to almost 10 billion in 2050 and
11.2 billion in 2100. More than half of
this growth will occur in sub-Saharan
Africa, where already a quarter of the
population is undernourished. As reported by the WRI, taking into account the
increase of population and the shifting
diets, the world would need to produce
69 percent more food calories in 2050
compared to 2006.
In this context, climate change is a further threat to food security. Unusually
high or low temperatures and extreme
weather events such as drought, floods
and tropical storms cause huge damage to agriculture.
Indeed, FAO calculated that in developing countries the agricultural sector absorbs 25% of all the economic damages produced by climate-related disasters. In the long term, the rise of sea
level, the increase of average temperatures and the change of the water cycle
induced by global warming will impact
food production at global level.

region, but in general are extremely negative. According to the last report by
IPCC, the combined impact of the change of the global water cycle, warming
temperatures, rising greenhouse gases in atmospheric concentrations, extreme events and spread of pests and
pathogens will lead to a reduction of
yields between 2030 and 2049 up to
more than 25% in the worst scenarios.
The percentage is set to dramatically
increase after 2050.

Further information:
• The impact of disasters on agriculture
and food security, FAO report
• Food security index:
http://foodsecurityindex.eiu.com
• Food insecurity and climate change,
World Food Programme
• Campaign infographics about food security:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.net/e
n/2017/11/02/sicurezza-alimentare/

The impacts of climate change on agricultural yields widely vary region from
23
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BIODIVERSITY LOSS
Changes in temperature, ocean acidification, sea level rise, drought and extreme weather events impact negatively on world’s biodiversity, in particular in areas where it is more vulnerable: this imply threat over vegetal and
animal species and biomes’ changes (swift from one type of ecosystem to another, for example from tropical forest to savannah).
A research realized by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Caltech, under a
NASA contract, identified among the
most vulnerable areas: Himalayas
and Tibetan Plateau, Madagascar, the
Mediterranean region, Southern
South America, Great Lakes and
Great Plains area in North America as
well as northern and southern taiga
and boreal forests.
There is growing evidence that climate change is already negatively affecting flora and fauna, increasing species’ risk of extinction. A 2004 research published in the renown scientific journal Nature already estimated
that among 15 and 37% of the spe-

cies could go extinct by 2050 in a medium warming scenario.
Biodiversity loss provoked by climate
change makes it even more urgent to
protect areas of high biodiversity. The
IPCCC report Latin America as one of
the largest areas of biodiversity concentration where the impacts of climate change are expected to increase
biodiversity loss. The Yasuni National
Park, in the Ecuadorian Amazonian
forest is an example of biodiversity
hotspot to be protected. It is one of
the more diverse ecosystems in the
world.

Further information:
• IUCN RedList, species susceptibility
to climate change impacts
• Regional implications of climate
change on biodiversity, IPCC Report
• Campaign infographics about biodiversity loss:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.net/
en/2017/11/02/perdita-della-biodiver
sita/
24
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FORCED MIGRATIONS
Intensification of extreme weather
event, floods, sea level rise, desertification and drought, etc. caused
by climate change are further environmental stress factors that influence global phenomenon of migration, would they be internal or
international migration. As the
World Watch Institute’s State of the
World report (2013) shows, loss of
land, threat to livelihood conditions, instability and decrease of
food production, as well as, increase of food price for example results in increasing seasonal and
long term migration.

3

The UN International Organisation
for Migration reports that most cited estimate states that there
could be over 200 million environmental migrants by 2050 which
corresponds to the current estimate of international migrants worldwide. In 2015, the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC)
estimates that an average of 22,5
million people (62,000 people every day) were displaced each year

since 2008 because of climate or
weather related events.
Because of the increase in the
number and severity of these
events due to climate change, the
likelihood of being forced to migrate has increased by 60% compared to 1970. Until now, the most impacted areas in absolute terms are
China, India and Philippines.

Further information:
• Migration, Environment and Climate Change: Assessing the evidence, IOM report
• Global Estimates 2015. People
displaced by disasters, IDMC report
• UNHCR, the environment and climate change, UNHCR overview
report.
• Campaign infographics about climate migrations:
http://campaign.youthforclimate.n
et/en/2017/11/07/migrazioni-forza
25
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CAMPAIGN
OFFICIAL VIDEO

CLIMATECHANGINGME

HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/0_LGNAMI__4

CAMPAIGN
VIDEO TUTORIAL

CLIMATECHANGINGME

HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/V-NYRUPY3PC
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TRAINING TOOLS
CLIM’ACT EDUKIT

A The Clim'Act Edukit aims to share educational contents to build campaigning capacities
of volunteers, activists, citizens, in particular
youth, in the field of climate justice. It provides organisations, grassroots, local communities and individuals with tools to increase
knowledge and ability to put a campaign into
action.
The Kit is based on the contents and activities developed for the week participative training realised in Rome in July 2017 as part of
the activities of the Clim'Act project. If the initial training has been designed for youth activists engaging in climate justice actions, the
EduKit has been developed so it could be
used and adapt also to other target groups
and eventually other themes of campaign.

http://training.youthforclimate.net
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TESTIMONIES

One of the objectives of the campaign is
collecting actual testimonies on how climate change affects people’s life around
the world. The purpose is to create more
awareness on the issue to highlight that
the impacts of climate change are already being felt in different ways across the
globe. The testimonies also underline
the clear link between the abstract, technical question of climate change and the
real impacts on everyday life, giving voice to common people, creating an international network and offering opportuniti

es for social activation of young people
around the world. The testimonies gather
can either be short videos (approximately 45 seconds – 1 minute), an image or
photo with a short caption or a text of
max. 300 characters.
110 testimonies have been collected by
mid January 2018. The overall majority
of testimonies were collected from young
people, under 30, some from people under 40. There are also a few from over
40s, even two from people over 60.
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Both men and women participated to the
campaign giving their testimony, with a
slight prevalence of women.
The testimonies have been collected not
only from the home countries of the four
organizations that promoted the campaign (Bulgaria, Ecuador, Italy and Nigeria), but also from Albania, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Germany, Guinea Conakry, India, Kenya, Namibia, Poland, Spain,
Switzerland, Togo and United Kingdom.
The testimonies focus on different issues
linked to climate change, such as temperature rise, changing pattern of seasons,
lack of rainfall and water scarcity,
drought, desertification, impacts on agriculture and food security, health issues,
biodiversity loss, ice melting, extreme
events such as tropical storms, whirlwinds and floods. Some also address
the question of future generations and climate justice.
From the collected testimonies, it appears that the impact most felt is the
changing pattern of seasons, that is
disrupting the normal passing of winter
and summer and of rainy and dry periods, with huge damage on agriculture
and water resources. This impact is per-

ceived both in southern and northern
countries, even if in different ways.
In the testimonies from Africa for instance, it appears that prolonged drought
and lack of rainfall is posing huge
threats to in terms of food security. At
the same time, sudden water bombs
and storms lead to floods and disruption. However, also in Italy the issue
seems to worry the population, particularly after this summer’s long drought,
that led to water rationing in many cities
nationwide.
In general, the various impacts of climate change are not perceived as individual phenomenon, but as deeply interconnected. Global warming, drought, desertification, water security, food security, but also extreme events, loss of biodiversity, health issues, and so on: in almost all testimonies, more than one
aspect of climate change was mentioned.
All the testimonies are posted on the
Facebook page of the campaign and
accessible through the campaign website. The videos were published also
on the Youtube channel.
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ONLINE CAMPAIGN REACH
The online campaign is based both on
a website, where all basic campaign information, materials and contents are
stored and made available and on a facebook page, where to grow online
campaign dissemination and reach.

cond group the page is more popular
within is of people aged between 25
and 34 years old.

ClimateChangingMe Facebook page is
co-managed by the four organizations
promoting the campaign, in order to have each week posts in the four different
languages (Bulgarian, English, Italian
and Spanish) to increase as much as
possible the geographical reach of the
campaign.

Campaign video viewers: 20339

The Facebook page today has 2447 followers and arrived to reach more than
3600 people per day and to engage
more than 800 users on a single day. Altogether, the page reached over 33700
people over a period of 90 days.
The people who liked the page comes
not only from Bulgaria, Ecuador, Italy
and Nigeria, but from 54 other countries.

Youtube channel total viewers: 2217

FOLLOWERS FROM 58 COUNTRIES

2%
27%

6%
65%

Europe
Africa

Latin America
Rest of the world

The page is more popular among users
aged between 18 and 24 years. The se32
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LA RETE

The international campaign #ClimateChangingMe originated from the collective
work of young activists from four environmental organizations in Ecuador, Bulgaria,
Nigeria and Italy:

Acción Ecológica / ECUADOR

A Sud / ITALY

Ecuadorian organisation created in
1989, it is a leading climate and environmental justice organization in Latin
America.

Created in 2003, A Sud promotes environmental justice in Italy and at international level and supports impacted
local communities involved in environmental conflicts. Member of the network Ejolt.

Member of the network Oilwatch
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E.R.A. / NIGERIA

ZaZemiata / BULGARIA

Organization created in 1993, ERA is
among the largest environmental justice
organization in Nigeria, accounting over
2000 volunteers all over the country.
ERA is member of Friends of the Earth
International e di Oilwatch.

Created in 1995, ZaZemiata is leading
environmental organization working in
Bulgaria for the development of sustainable alternatives to the fossil fuel energy model. Member of Friends of the
Earth Europe.

The campaign was developed also with the active participation of:
Yasunidos/ECUADOR
Yasunidos is civil society movement that diffends the Yasuni Park, world biosphere
reserve, from fossil fuel extraction.
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CONTACTS
climatechangingme@yahoo.com
www.climatechangingme.org
www.facebook.com/climatechangingme
www.instagram.com/climatechangingme
www.youthforclimate.net
www.training.youthforclimate.net
www.youtube.com/channelCO
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